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Welcome To Worship

Palm Sunday, March 29, 2026
9:30 a.m.

seeking:

Where are
you headed?

Welcome to this time of. bcing with God and each other.

“566»élh‘g: Where are You Headed?” Rev. Trish Eckert
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<Candle-lighting and Chimes
<Prelude 16 Dare to Dream composed by Betsy Gonwa ~Tippe Musicians

<+Welcome and community news

Tippe’s next Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, April 12t and will
take place during our 9:30 am worship service in the sanctuary. We will focus on the
Tippe/Grace merger process, and encourage good attendance and participation.

Holy Week Worship Services
e April 2 Maundy Thursday service at Grace Presbyterian
2931 S Kinnickinnic Ave at 7 pm
e April 3 Good Friday service at Bay View United Methodist
2772 S Kinnickinnic Ave at 7 pm

Anyone interested in joining a combined choir for Maundy Thursday worship at Grace?
There will be a rehearsal at Grace this Monday, March 30t at 6:30 pm.

Mary Magdala Community is hosting a Holy Saturday Morning Prayer Service on Zoom
at 9:30am on April 4. The focus is "Waiting with Love" and it will last about 40
minutes. All are invited to keep the holy days as that time of transition from death to
resurrection in a continuous time of prayer from Holy Thursday through Easter
Sunday. A program will be distributed to participants. Anyone who would like to be on
the distribution list for the program, please send their request to:
Jimryan6885@gmail.com Requests received by 9:00pm on Good Friday evening will
receive the program for Saturday morning. Here is the zoom link for attending on
Saturday morning;:

https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/2624929093

On Zoom the Meeting ID is: 2624929093 Phone is: 312-626-6799

We welcome donations to our Roof Repair Fund as we prepare to begin work replacing
the roof top garden.

<Readying Ourselves for Worship
Surely God is in this place, Holy Ground!
Surely God is in this place, Holy Ground!


http://jimryan6885@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2624929093

<A Blessing as we Center OQurselves in this Moment
A Blessing for Palm Sunday ~ Kate Bowler katebowler.com
Jesus, from that mountain

high among the olive trees,

it would have been an easy walk

down to the city,

to Jerusalem, which lay below.

So why choose to make your way

on a donkey,

on an everyday beast of burden,

your feet almost dragging on the ground?

And who are these people running, bending low,
to spread their precious cloaks

on the road before you,

waving palm branches and shouting,

“Save us! Hosanna to the Son of David!”?

What is the raw and urgent hope that rises in their songs?
“Blessed is he who comes

in the name of the Lord!”

And, Jesus, why are you smiling?

Because it is true what they are saying,
though they can’t yet know the whole of it.
It is happening. It is unfolding

in slow motion,

the fulfillment of that promise from of old:
their savior would come,

humble, and riding on a donkey.

Blessed are we, on this side of history
shouting, “Come, Lord, save us too!”

We know how it ends, and still we forget

to rush toward our humble, forgettable king
and yell, “Hosanna, hosanna,

our hope is in you!”

~ The Joy of Passing the Peace ~

One: May the peace that surpasses all understanding be with you

All: And also with you
One: Thanks be to God

<Time for Young Hearts Like an Ordinary Man
<Opening Litany

<Spreading and waving the palms


https://katebowler.com/

< Gathering Hymn 199 Mantos y Palmas (Filled with Excitement)

< Gathering as God’s People ~ Palm Sunday (Series from “A Sanctified Art”)
Seeking: Honest Questions for Deeper Faith

When we look deeper into the context of this story, we uncover how two parades are
occurring at once. Jesus’ unconventional and unexpected entry into the city parallels
the extravagant parade of Pilate, the Roman governor.

As both leaders enter the city for the Passover, they embody different directions. Pilate
commands military dominance and imperial power; Jesus ushers in the kingdom of
God and the way of peace. Within the chaos and

commotion of this scene, which leader will you follow? Jesus’ journey to the cross
should always catch us off-guard. As dismayed as the disciples, we ask, “Jesus, are you
really headed this way, straight to your death?” Many

of our weekly questions throughout the season have been geared to help us prepare
spiritually for Holy Week. Now we examine if our beliefs have changed our behaviors.
Has your path changed? In the midst of opposing forces, which way will you go?

Call to Confession

For today’s prayer of confession we are going to read the Palm Sunday story together.
As we read through the story, we will pause to admit the places where we so often and
so easily could change the narrative.

So read with me, trusting that no matter what we do or don’t do, this story ends with
love. Let us pray:

Prayer of Confession Featuring Matthew 21: 1-11 (NIV)

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus
sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will
find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If
anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right
away.”

God, forgive us for the times when we do not trust your word and do not
follow where you lead. We long to be the ones who can go into the village
ahead of you. Forgive us when we play it safe.

This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:
“Say to Daughter Zion,
‘See, your king comes to you,
gentle and riding on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

God, forgive us for forgetting that you are always coming toward us. You
are drawing near, like a king on a donkey. Help us find you in our midst.



The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and
the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd spread
their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on
the road.

Creator God, forgive us for the moments when we choose greed over
generosity, or when we choose our self-image over our loyalty to you. Give
us the courage to be unabashed in our faith. Give us the strength to throw
our coats on the road.

The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!”

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

Son of David, give us the conviction to shout your name from the rooftop.
Give us the wisdom to sing, “Hosanna!”

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”
The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”

With hope in our hearts, we pray to you, Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth
in Galilee. Amen.

Words of Forgiveness

Family of faith, there will be days when we withhold our praise.
There will be days when we dare not follow.

There will be days when we ignore God’s call,

when we choose comfort over courage,

and ourselves over others.

But even on those days,

even on our worst days,

we belong to God.

Hear and believe the good news of the gospel:
Nothing can separate us from God’s love. We are loved, forgiven, and sent
out to serve. Hosanna! Amen.

<Special Music 176 Si Tuvierta Fe (If You Only Had Faith)



< Prayer for Illumination

Holy One,

Sometimes it’s hard to hear you over the hosannas.
Sometimes it’s hard to hear you over the noise of city streets.
Sometimes it’s hard to hear you over our racing thoughts,
our mental to-do lists,

or our desire to fit in.

Sometimes it is hard to hear you in this noisy world.

So just as you stopped traffic in Jerusalem,

stop traffic here.

Pause the rush.

Open the gates.

Dwell among us,

until your Word is all we can hear.

We are listening.

We are laying down our cloaks.

Amen.

<Bible Wisdom Teaching
Matthew 21:1-11 (NRSVUE)
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and
immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring them
to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.” And he
will send them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through
the prophet:
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,

humble and mounted on a donkey,

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey
and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread
them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were
shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11
The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

One: May we hear anew the origin stories of our faith and draw from the roots of our
tradition.
All: Thanks be to our God.



<Message “Seeking: Where are You Headed?” Rev. Trish Eckert

< Reflection Questions

e When have you aligned yourself with systems or people who have used their
power for violence or to uphold the status quo? When have you embodied power
through vulnerability and love for your neighbor?

e Which Jesus are you cheering on, and for what reasons? What struggles draw you
to Jesus?

e Imagine you are one of the disciples. You know all the threats mounting against
Jesus; you know that the religious leaders are conspiring against him. As Jesus
openly enters the city with a public procession, how do you feel? What do you
fear?

e As we enter Holy Week, what questions are stirring in you?

<Short period of silent reflection
<Sharing Our Wisdom
<Hymn 10 Road to Jerusalem (Tippe Song booklet)

< Affirmation of Faith

We believe in a God

who walks headfirst into the world’s suffering,
who lights a candle in the darkest night,

who pulls back the curtain so we can see the stars.

We believe in a God

who does not shy away from the truth,
who is bold in seeking justice,

and humble in taking power.

We believe in a God

who sees our hurt and wraps love around it,
cocooning us in hope,

tethering us to one another.

We believe in a God

who is always carrying us
from the pain of the world
into the hope of a new day.

That is where God is headed.
That is where we follow.
May it be so. Amen.



< Our gifts of support

We hear of a king riding on a donkey. Ridiculous! Jesus’ life and death are a story of
paradox. Our God knows suffering and ridicule, and instead of vengeance, invites us to
love. Commands us to share. Implores us to seek justice and dignity for all. Through
our gifts, this community of faith is doing just that. Seeking to transform lives, inspire
meaning, and build a better world. Please give generously!

Offertory Hymn 420 We Praise You O God (New Century hymnal)

Offertory Blessing

God of equality, your call to be counter-cultural has not changed—so it was with Jesus
atop a donkey, it is today. Help us start with ourselves, sharing our abundance and
praying for a world where power is shared, not wielded. From time to time we will wave
palms or placards, with your presence in our lives a reminder. Bless the monies
received today and may these gifts be part of your kin(g)dom revolution. Amen.

< Prayers of the People
Community Prayers
Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Parent, who is among us, blessed be your Creation.
May your reign be a reality here on earth.

May we become more interested in building your kin-dom
here and now

than in waiting for it to come down from above.

Let us share our bread with those who hunger.

Let us learn to forgive as well as to receive forgiveness.
Help us through the time of temptation,

delivering us from all evil.

For ours are the eternal blessings that you pour upon the earth.
Amen.

© by J. Manny Santiago, 1999

<Benediction

As you leave this place,

may God bless you with seeking.

Seek out the hungry.

Seek the weary.

Seek the good in every person you pass.
Seek out the hopeful.

Seek the faithful.

Seek God in each of us.

As you seek and as you wonder,

may you find what you are looking for.
In the name of our loving God,

who is always seeking us,

go now in peace. Amen.



Now that the worship has ended, may the service truly begin.

<Our Response:
Holy One, now we your servants go in peace. Your Word lives on in us.

< Postlude Before We Fly composed by Betsy Gonwa



