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“We take the Bible seriously, but we don’t take it literally.”
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Welcome To Worship

June 29, 2025
9:30 a.m.

Welcome to this time of bczhg with God and each other.

“Pick up the Mantle” Rev. Trish Eckert
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<Candle-lighting and Chimes
<Prelude "Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore' -- Cesareo Gabarain

O Lord, with your eyes you have searched me, and while smiling,
have spoken my name;
now my boat's left on the shoreline behind me. By your side I will
seek other seas.

< Welcome and community news

In July and August, Grace Presbyterian and Tippe will be worshiping
together on Sunday mornings! For the month of July, we will worship at
Grace, and for the month of August, we will worship at Tippe. Grace is located at
2931 S Kinnickinnic Ave, and their service begins at 10 am. We will join them on July 6,
13, 20, and 27. (July 6 is part of the July 4t weekend, and we’re on a “Tippe Break,” but
those who are available are welcome at Grace.)

Grace will join us at Tippe for our 9:30 am Sunday services on August 3, 10, 17, and 24.
The 5t Sunday of August (the 31st) is part of Labor Day weekend, and we’re on a “Tippe
Break,” but those who are available are welcome at Grace on August 31st.

The next Summer Supper Service is being hosted by Prince of Peace — 4419 S
Howell on Wednesday July 15t Dinner begins at 5:30 pm, followed by a short
worship service at 6:30 pm. Bring a dish to share and your own chair for fun, food, and
fellowship!

< Readying Ourselves for Worship
Surely God is in this place, Holy Ground!
Surely God is in this place, Holy Ground!



<A Poem as we Center Ourselves in this Moment Lid After Lid
~ by Carrie Newcomer June 2025, accessed on her blog, carrienewcomer.substack.com

When I was a girl

In the neighborhood where I grew up
Kids would punch small holes in the lids
of mayonnaise jars

Then run around under the trees
catching hundreds of fireflies.

Our jars would fill up,

Each glass enclosure glowing
Winking

Off and on

Off and on

Off and on.

There were more fireflies then,
Which causes me as much alarm as it
does grief,

Because these are magical beings
That produce bioluminescent light
And yet, almost no heat,

They flash in patterns unique to each
species

Which is a kind of synchronized
swimming

Waving to one another

As they backstroke across the sky.
They are wondrous creatures,
Delight on wings,

A reason to believe in what shines in the
dark.

I remember how one kid on the block
discovered

That you could tear out the “light” in a
lightning bug

Place it on your finger and call it a
diamond ring.

I remember feeling sick to my stomach
Telling him that I was going to tell his
mother

Being called a crybaby,

Shocked when the other kids followed
his lead

Standing in a circle

Showing off their bejeweled hands.

After that

I never caught fireflies in a jar

After that

I have watched for the patterns

After that

I made it my goal

To call out cruelty

To call miracles by their true names,
To stand in solidarity with all that shines
in the dark

To unscrew every lid within my power
And to nod and say “yes” as the lights
rise into the sky

Winking

Off and on

Off and on

Off and on.

~ The Joy of Passing the Peace ~
One: May the peace that surpasses all understanding be with you
All: And also with you
One: Thanks be to God

<Time for Young Hearts Don’t Look Back

<Gathering Hymn No. 825, "Swing Low, Sweet Chariot"


https://carrienewcomer.substack.com/

< Opening Ourselves to God’s Grace

The way of our God is holy.

Holy One, we seek your presence in our midst.

The way of our God is wondrous.

Wondrous God, we marvel at your works and marvelous deeds.
The way of our God is awesome.

Awesome God, we call out to you in hope.

<Sharing our Innermost Lives with God

Liberating One, we keep you before us. Our souls rejoice and our hearts are gladdened.
Our very beings find safety and security in your presence. We approach you with
thanksgiving and anticipation. Enliven us to be your people in the world. Embolden us
to live in freedom. Empower us to be your good news. Stand up in us and show us the
path of life. Amen.

<Special Music "Thuma Mina," South African Prayer Song
Thuma mina (Too-muh mee-nuh) . .. So-man-dla.
Seng'ya vuma (See-uh voo-muh). .. So-man-dla.

< Prayer of Intention

Holy Spirit, may we hear your gracious Word for us today. May we grow in wisdom,
strength, and love as we open our ears, our minds, and our hearts to the transformative
message you have in store for each of us. Amen.

<Bible Wisdom Teaching

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14

2 Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; for the Lord
has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself
live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel.

6 Then Eljjah said to him, ‘Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he
said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them
went on. 7 Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance
from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle
and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the
other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what I may do for you, before I
am taken from you.” Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10
He responded, ‘You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken
from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11 As they continued walking and
talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah
ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, ‘Father,
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him,
he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.
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13 He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and stood
on the bank of the Jordan. 14 He took the mantle of Eljjah that had fallen from him,
and struck the water, saying, ‘Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?’ When he had
struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went
over.

Luke 9:51-62

51 When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.
52 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the
Samaritans to make ready for him; 53 but they did not receive him, because his face
was set towards Jerusalem. 54 When his disciples James and John saw it, they said,
‘Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?’
55 But he turned and rebuked them.

56 Then they went on to another village. 57 As they were going along the road, someone
said to him, ‘T will follow you wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have
holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’
59 To another he said, ‘Follow me.” But he said, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my
father.” 60 But Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go
and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but let me
first say farewell to those at my home.’” 62 Jesus said to him, ‘No one who puts a hand
to the plough and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’

One: May we hear anew the origin stories of our faith and draw from the roots of our
tradition.
All: Thanks be to our God.

<Message “Pick up the Mantle” Rev. Trish Eckert

< Reflection Questions
e Do llive as if I were aware of God’s presence at all times? How is my faith
reflected in my daily life?
e How is my faith community embodying and revealing God’s presence in the
world?
e Do I remember that it is the spirit of my service and discipleship that makes love
visible?

<Short period of silent reflection
<Sharing Our Wisdom
< Hymn No. 726, "Will You Come and Follow Me" vs. 1,2, 4,5

< Our gifts of support



Jesus invites us to follow him in all ways, including the use and sharing of our
resources. An accounting of our time, talent, and treasure that reflects our active
citizenship in the kin-dom brings glory to the Holy One. These seeds bear fruit.

Offertory Hymn (No. 736) "I Want to Be as Close to You"
You want to be as close to me as mother, [kindred], friend.
Christ, keep me faithful to your love, a love that has no end.

Like Mary, John, and Magdalene, make us disciples true.
Like mother, brother, sister, friend, Christ keep us close to you.

Offertory Blessing

Giver of Gifts, receive the resources we bring. May they bless our community and our
world. May bonds of scarcity be broken as we meet the needs around us with the gifts
that you have first given to us. May we be gladdened by giving and rejoice in generosity.
Amen.

< Prayers of the People
Community Prayers
Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

O most Compassionate Life-giver,

may we honor and praise you;

May we work with you to establish your new order of justice peace and love;
Give us what we need for growth,

And help us, through forgiving others, to accept forgiveness.

Strengthen us in the time of testing, that we may resist all evil,

For all tenderness, strength and love are yours, now and forever. Amen.
~Bill Wallace, Aootearoa/New Zealand

< Benediction

We are healed and restored in Christ Jesus.

Go in peace,

proclaiming the good news of God’s absolute, eternal love
through ministries of peace and hope. Amen

Now that the worship has ended, may the service truly begin.

< Our Response:
Holy One, now we your servants go in peace. Your Word lives on in us.

< Postlude [Luke 9:51] "I Want to Be Ready" -- African-American Spiritual
I want to be ready; I want to be ready.
I want to be ready to walk in Jerusalem just like John.
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