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Welcome to this time of being with God and each other. 
 

“What do You Fear? Fear Doesn’t Stop Us” Rev. Trish Eckert 
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²Candle-lighting and Chimes 
 
²Prelude We Three Kings of Orient Are ~Tippe Musicians 
 
²Welcome and community news 
Our first Wisdom Circle of this Divine Intervention warming season takes place this 
Sunday, January 4th in the sanctuary from 4-5:30 pm. There is also a Zoom option, and 
we encourage all volunteers to participate. We’ll also hold Wisdom Circles on the first 
Sundays of February and March. 
 
Sanctuary Time of Belonging worship resumes Wednesday, January 7th  
These weekly gatherings take place on Zoom from 6:30-8 pm. We continue to develop a 
close community and welcome others to join us – it’s a wonderful way to find your 
center in the middle of the week. 
 
Centering Prayer also continues to gather on Zoom every Sunday at 6 pm, and those 
gatherings are about 45 minutes long. All are welcome. 
 
Music and Worship Subcommittee is holding its first meeting on Sunday, January 
25th at 11:30 am at Tippe. Grace and Tippe folks who are interested in the work of this 
subcommittee are welcome to join the discussion. 
 
²Readying Ourselves for Worship 
Surely God is in this place, Holy Ground! 
Surely God is in this place, Holy Ground! 
 
²A Poem as we Center Ourselves in this  
A Step Toward Home 
Prayer by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
 
I will not tell you to buck up, 
to tough it out, to ignore the fear 
rattling around in your chest. 
I will not tell you that all shall be well 
or that morning will come quickly. 
I will not ask you to march into danger 
without first repeating your name in my prayers. 
But if fear stops you in your tracks, 
if fear makes it hard to breathe, 
hard to move, 
hard to think, 
then I will remind you 
that even one step with shaking knees 
is a step toward home. 
 

https://sanctifiedart.org/
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~ The Joy of Passing the Peace ~ 

One: May the peace that surpasses all understanding be with you 
All: And also with you 

One: Thanks be to God 
 
²Gathering as God’s People: Epiphany 
Today we wrap up our worship series, “What do you fear? Insisting on hope.” As we’ll 
be hearing from this morning’s scripture, at this point in the story, Herod is still in 
power. Christ is born, yet it feels as if the world has not changed. The temptation to 
give up is strong, especially in the face of violence. But the magi don’t let Herod’s fear-
driven demands stop them from honoring the newborn Christ or returning home by a 
different way. They model for us what it looks like to be led by hope, moving through 
fear without letting it paralyze us. As this series ends and a new year begins, we 
proclaim: our journey continues, and fear won’t have the last word. 
 
²Gathering Hymn 163 Many are the Lightbeams (New Century Hymnal) 
 
²Opening Ourselves to God’s Grace 
In the dark of morning, 
the stars still shine. 
In the depth of winter, 
the birds still climb. 
At the start of the year, 
tender and new, 
God is here. 
God is near. 
Do not rest in your fear. 
God is here. 
So like the stars and the birds, 
Let us worship God. 
 
Call to Confession 
Friends, on this Epiphany Sunday we stand at the start of a new year, and there is 
nothing better about a new year than the chance to begin again. 
That is exactly what we do in the Prayer of Confession. We speak honestly with God 
and God surrounds us with grace. We are able to begin again. 
 
So may we start this new year, this new season, this new week with God’s grace. Let us 
pray. Let us begin again. 
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Prayer of Confession 
Ever-loving God, 
we long for Christmas to usher in a season of peace and joy. However, we 
know that is not how the world works.  
Even just days after Christmas,  
we find ourselves face to face with fear once again. 
So today we pray— 
forgive us when we allow fear to stop us in our tracks. 
Forgive us when our own fear prevents us from following your call. 
Forgive us when fear is louder than love. 
Show us how to turn our fear into action. 
Show us how to live like the magi who searched for you in a fearful world. 
With hope we pray, amen. 
 
Words of Forgiveness 
Family of Faith, 
whether you are brave and courageous or fearful and timid, 
God’s love for you knows no end. So join me in these words of forgiveness: 
 
Whether fear inspires us to action, 
or stops us dead in our tracks, 
God’s love for us is boundless. 
We are seen. 
We are surrounded with grace. 
We are sent to serve. 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
²Special Music Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 
 
² Prayer for Illumination 
God of the Stars, 
like the magi, 
we come to this place searching for you. 
So today, just like every day, 
we ask that you would remove any barricades that keep us from your Spirit. 
Clear out the distractions. 
Wipe away the doubt. 
Open up our hearts, 
and speak to us through these ancient words. 
And as you do, 
we will keep walking. 
As you do, 
we will move toward you. 
With hope we pray, 
amen. 
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²Bible Wisdom Teaching  
Matthew 2: 1-12, 16-18 
2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from 
the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 
 
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 
 
16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he 
sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or 
under, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 17 Then what had been 
spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
 
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
    wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
    she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
 
One:  May we hear anew the origin stories of our faith and draw from the roots of our 
tradition. 
All: Thanks be to our God. 
 
²Message “What do You Fear? Fear Doesn’t Stop Us” Rev. Trish Eckert 
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² Star Words 
The use of star words, also called “star gifts,” is a prayer practice connected to 
Epiphany and the new year. The idea is that a list of intention words, or guiding words, 
are written or printed on paper stars or colorful cards. This morning, each of you are 
invited to draw a word from the basket provided, and to use that word as a guiding 
word throughout the year. You are encouraged to trust the word you have drawn, and 
not to replace the word. However, we aren’t the “star police,” so if you really want to 
trade for another word, that’s fine! Place your star word somewhere you will see it 
regularly throughout the year to allow consistent reflection on how God is moving 
through, around, or in connection to that word. 
 
Some suggestions and considerations as you integrate this word into your prayer life:  
• Look up the definition of your word, even if it is a word you know well. You may 
even look into the origin of the word and how its meaning has changed throughout 
history. If you drew a non-English word, do as much research as you can into the 
meaning of the word in its original culture. 
• What does this word remind you of? Does it recall any memories or experiences? 
How might God be speaking to you through this word? 
• See if you can find your word—or a synonym—in the Bible. What scripture 
passages can you find? How is the word used in these passages? Are there other 
scripture passages that remind you of your word? 
• Write or speak aloud a prayer using your word. 
 
²Hymn 128 In the Bleak Midwinter (New Century Hymnal) 
 
²Affirmation of Faith 
 
We have seen the valley. 
We have seen a sky without stars. 
We have seen the longest night, 
and still we believe. 
 
We believe in a with-us God. 
We believe in the hope of 
tomorrow. 
We believe that good news is 
louder than fear. 
We believe this good news is for all 
people. 
 
 
 

So even when our knees shake, 
even when our voice trembles, 
even when fear is all around us, 
we will hold onto that good news. 
 
We will reach for each other. 
We will look for God in our midst. 
We will sing songs of joy. 
We will proclaim: 
Unto us, love is born. 
 
We have seen the longest night, 
and we have seen unimaginable 
love. 
So still, we believe. Amen. 
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² Our gifts of support ~ Invitation 
Offertory Hymn Bring We the Frankincense of our Love (refrain) 
Offertory Blessing 
 
² Prayers of the People 

Community Prayers 
Pastoral Prayer 
 

²Hymn 165 Love Came Down at Christmas (New Century Hymnal) 
 
²Words of Invitation and the Breaking of the Bread 
 Communion of the People 
Welcome 
Friends, we know what it feels like to look for God. We know what it feels like to turn 
our heads up to the sky, looking for stars, listening for a voice that calls us beloved. 
 
I think that’s part of why we end up here, because we are hoping that in 
the midst of this messy world we might catch a glimpse of God that will 
carry us through. Let us turn our attention to the good news: God is already here! Like 
a mighty wind, God is moving through this room. God is at this 
Table, inviting us forward.  
 
The invitation may not be as clear as a star in the sky, or a voice that parts the clouds, 
but just as God called Jesus “Beloved,” God calls you the same.  
So come to this Table with your questions and your doubts. 
Come with your joys and your gratitude. 
Come seeking, come hungry, come curious. 
Come open. Come not because you have to but because you can. 
Come with all of you, for there is room for you here.  
This is God’s Table; this is God’s meal. You are beloved, so come. 
Let us pray… 
 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Loving God, pour out your Spirit on this Table. 
Pour out your Spirit on this ordinary bread. 
Pour out your Spirit on this ordinary juice. 
For the thing we fear the most is distance from you, 
so draw near to us here. 
Saturate this room with your Spirit and this Table with your love. 
And as you do, we will join our voices and pray the words we’ve been taught to pray. 
Saying . . . 
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The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father/Mother,  
Who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  
For ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Words of Invitation and the Breaking of the Bread 
Family of faith, the bread has been broken and the cup has been poured, 
which means the feast is ready. Friends, we have been seeking, but God 
is here. Thanks be to God. 
 
Communion of the People 
 
Prayer after Communion  
 
² Benediction 
In a fearful world, may you look for God’s spirit. 
May you reach for each other’s hands. 
May you choose courage whenever you can. 
And in all things, may you remember that good news is louder than fear. 
In the name of the one who calls, 
the one who sends, 
and the one who journeys with— 
go in peace and be not afraid. Amen. 
 
  Now that the worship has ended, may the service truly begin. 
 
²Our Response: 
Holy One, now we your servants go in peace. Your Word lives on in us. 
 
²Postlude Who Would Think That What Was Needed (Scarlet Ribbons) 
 
 


