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“We take the Bible seriously, but we don’t take it literally.”
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Welcome to this time of. bc;hg with God and each other.
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<Candle-lighting and Chimes

<Prelude God of Change and Glory

(Refrain) Lyrics:

Many gifts, one spirit, one love known in many ways.

In our difference is blessing, from diversity we praise

one Giver, one Word, one Spirit, one God known in many ways,
hallowing our days.

For the Giver, for the gifts, praise, praise, praise!

<+ Welcome and community news

Music and Worship Subcommittee is holding its first meeting this morning at
11:30 am here at Tippe. Grace and Tippe folks who are interested in the work of this
subcommittee are welcome to join the discussion.

Amazing Faiths Dinner Dialogue 6 pm Wednesday, January 28t at Greendale
Community Church 6015 Clover Lane, Greendale — you need to register to attend.

Join Crossroads Presbyterian Church, 6031 W Chapel Hill Rd, Mequon on Sunday,
February 1 at 2:00 pm for a keynote presentation on human trafficking, led
by author and speaker Nancy Yarbrough, followed by an expert panel discussion. Light
refreshments will be served. The event is free, and you can register Here

<Readying Ourselves for Worship
Surely God is in this place, Holy Ground!
Surely God is in this place, Holy Ground!

<A Poem as we Center Qurselves in this
Notions ~ by Paula Gordon Lepp

Look at the silver lining, they say.
But what if, instead,

I pluck it off

and use that tensile strand to bind
myself to those things I do not
want to lose sight of.

Families knit together by evening walks,
board games, laughter.

The filament fixing us to friends

no matter the distance apart.

A braid of gratitude for small kindnesses.
The thin gauge wire of loss.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfS8xqPwT6os-6yh7zIpgPs6rEsxN3dVAt1BjN39QObhGpbsw/viewform

Let me twist that lining

around my finger,

it’s silvery glint a reminder

of just how quickly life can change.
I will remember to love more.

I will remember to give more.

I will remember to be still.

I will knot the string tightly.
So it won’t slip away.
So I won’t forget.

~ The Joy of Passing the Peace ~
One: May the peace that surpasses all understanding be with you
All: And also with you
One: Thanks be to God

<Time for Young Hearts Follow Me
< Gathering Hymn 172 Jesus Calls Us, o’er the Tumult (v 1, 2, 3)

<Opening Ourselves to God’s Grace

Friends of God, today Jesus calls to each of us: “Come! Follow me!”
The realm of heaven has come near.

Some say, “But we are walking in darkness.”

In Christ, we have seen God’s light.

The realm of heaven has come near.

Some say, “But divisions tear us apart.”

In Christ we are united in mind and purpose.

The realm of heaven has come near.

Friends of God, today we gather to worship God and to follow Jesus.
The realm of heaven has come near.

<Sharing our Innermost Lives with God
Inviting God, help us to hear Jesus calling us
and help us in following that call.

In Christ, your realm draws near to us,
whether we are seeking it or not.

When we are caught up in our anguish,

you shine a great light in our darkness.
When we face days full of trouble,

you shelter us.

When we are at odds with others,

quarreling and breaking apart into factions,
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you save us with the unity of Christ.

Whether we face danger or are at ease in our routines—
the realm of heaven draws near and Jesus says:

“Now is the time to follow me.”

You hear us, God, when we cry out to you.

May we hear you this day when you cry out to us. Amen.

<Special Music 173 Tu has venido a la orilla/“You Have Come down to the
Lakeshore”

< Prayer of Intention

Holy Spirit, may we hear your gracious Word for us today. May we grow in wisdom,
strength, and love as we open our ears, our minds, and our hearts to the transformative
message you have in store for each of us. Amen.

<Bible Wisdom Teaching

Psalm 27: 1, 4-9

1 Adonai is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? Adonai is the stronghold of
my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 4 One thing I asked of God; this I seek: to live in
God’s house all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of God, and to inquire in God’s
temple. 5 For God will hide me in God’s shelter in the day of trouble; God will conceal
me under the cover of God’s tent; God will set me high on a rock. 6 Now my head is
lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in God’s tent sacrifices with
shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to Adonai. 7 Hear, O God, when I cry aloud;
be gracious to me and answer me! 8 “Come,” my heart says, “seek Adonai’s face!” Your
face, God, do I seek. 9 Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in
anger, you who have been my help. Do not cast me off; do not forsake me, O God of my
salvation!

Matthew 4:12-23

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He
left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun
and Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be
fulfilled:

15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan,
Galilee of the gentiles—16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and
for those who sat in the region and shadow of death, light has dawned.”

17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the realm of heaven has come
near.” 18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. 19 And
he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” 20 Immediately
they left their nets and followed him. 21 As he went from there, he saw two other
brothers, James, son of Zebedee, and his brother John, in the boat with their father
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and
their father and followed him. 23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their
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synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the realm and curing every disease and
every sickness among the people.

One: May we hear anew the origin stories of our faith and draw from the roots of our
tradition.
All: Thanks be to our God.

<Message “Living in God’s House” Rev. Trish Eckert

< Reflection Questions
e What is God asking me/us to do?
e Where is God asking me/us to go?
~ Richard Rohr accessed at the Center for Action and Contemplation’s Daily

Meditations daily-meditations

e Am I willing to obey the still, small voice within when it speaks to my instruction?

e How Open am I to being led by the Spirit in my daily life?

~ Catherine Whitmire, excerpted from her text, “Plain Living: A Quaker Path to Simplicity” (2001

Sorin Books)

<Short period of silent reflection
<Sharing Our Wisdom
<Hymn 110 Now Bless the God of Israel

< Our gifts of support

God has come to us as light, shelter, and unity, reminding us that the realm of heaven is
very near to us. Let us respond immediately, offering ourselves and our gifts as signs of
our joy.

< Offertory Hymn from In the Bleak Midwinter
Lyrics:
What can I of-fer, poor as I am?
If I were a shep-herd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a wise one, I would do my part;
but what can I of-fer: all my heart.

< Offertory Blessing

Generous God, you have blessed us with your call to follow Jesus.

In return, we rejoice as we give our offerings and gifts.

May they be used for the work of building God’s realm here on earth. Amen

< Prayers of the People
Community Prayers
Pastoral Prayer


https://cac.org/daily-meditations/

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father/Mother who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

<Benediction

May we leave worship today eager to follow Jesus.
To those in darkness, let us proclaim:

God is our light and our salvation.

To those in danger, let us proclaim:

God is our protection and shelter.

To those caught in conflicts and divisions,

let us proclaim:

Jesus Christ draws us together

in mind and purpose.

Following Jesus, may we know and share the message:
The realm of God has come near.

Now that the worship has ended, may the service truly begin.

<Our Response:
Holy One, now we your servants go in peace. Your Word lives on in us.

< Postlude God of Change and God of Glory



