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Welcome to this time of being with God and each other. 

 
“Let it Be Now” Rev. Trish Eckert 
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²Candle-lighting and Chimes 
 
²Prelude There is a Balm in Gilead ~Tippe Musicians 
 
²Welcome and community news 
Music and Worship Subcommittee is holding its first meeting on Sunday, January 
25th at 11:30 am at Tippe. Grace and Tippe folks who are interested in the work of this 
subcommittee are welcome to join the discussion. 
 
Amazing Faiths Dinner Dialogue 6 pm Wednesday, January 28th at Greendale 
Community Church 6015 Clover Lane, Greendale – you need to register to attend. 
 
²Readying Ourselves for Worship 
Surely God is in this place, Holy Ground! 
Surely God is in this place, Holy Ground! 
 
² A Blessing as we Center Ourselves in this Moment 
For Beauty in the Mundane ~ by Cole Arthur Riley 
God of every beautiful thing, 
Make us people of wonder. Show us how to hold on to nuance and vision when our 
souls become addicted to pain, to the unlovely. It is far easier to see the gloom and 
decay; so often it sings a louder song. Attune our hearts to the good still stirring in our 
midst, not that we would give ourselves to toxic positivity or neglect the pain of the 
world, but that we would be people capable of existing in the tension. Grant us habits of 
sacred pause. Let us marvel not just at the grand or majestic, but beauty’s name etched 
into every ordinary moment. Let the mundane swell with a mystery that makes us 
breathe deeper still. And by this, may we be sustained and kept from despair. Amen.  
© 2024 Cole Arthur Riley Black Liturgies: Prayers, Poems, and Meditations for Staying Human 
 

~ The Joy of Passing the Peace ~ 
One: May the peace that surpasses all understanding be with you 

All: And also with you 
One: Thanks be to God 

 
²Time for Young Hearts Thank you for being who you are  
 
²Gathering Hymn 169 What Ruler Wades Through Murky Streams (New 
Century Hymnal = NCH) 
 
²Opening Ourselves to God’s Grace 
You who created the heavens and stretched them out above us, 
You who spread out the earth beneath our feet and summoned sprouts and shoots, 
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All Breathe life into us,  
God Who Creates! 
 
You who came to the river, 
You who sought the Baptizer and the Jordan waters, 
 
Welcome us to the waters of life, 
Jesus the Christ! 
 
You who soared through the heavens, 
You who hovered and rested upon Jesus, 
 
Alight upon us today, Spirit of God, 
Heaven’s Dove. 
 
²Sharing our Innermost Lives with God 
You Who Call Us, we come before you 
in answer to your call in our life. 
You created the heavens and the earth 
and placed us here for life and hope. 
We know your dream for a world 
that is righteous and just, 
a world you promise will come to pass. 
Breathe your Spirit upon us again and again, 
and bring to life our passion for your bold vision. 
Make us lights to those who sit in darkness! 
In the name of Jesus, who descended into the waters 
of baptism to show us the way to righteousness, 
and of the Soaring Spirit, who alights upon those 
who arise from these life-giving waters. Amen. 
 
²Special Music 292 Breathe on Me, Breath of God (NCH v 1,3) 
 
² Prayer of Intention  
Holy Spirit, may we hear your gracious Word for us today. May we grow in wisdom, 
strength, and love as we open our ears, our minds, and our hearts to the transformative 
message you have in store for each of us. Amen. 
 
²Bible Wisdom Teaching  
Isaiah 42: 1-9 
42 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
    my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon them; 
    they will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2 They will not cry out or lift up their voice 
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    or make it heard in the street; 
3 a bruised reed they will not break, 
    and a dimly burning wick they will not quench; 
    they will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4 They will not grow faint or be crushed 
    until they have established justice in the earth, 
    and the coastlands wait for their teaching. 
5 Thus says God,  
    who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
    who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people upon it 
    and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6 I am the Sovereign; I have called you in righteousness; 
    I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to the people,  
    a light to the nations, 
7     to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
    from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8 I am the Sovereign; that is my name; 
    my glory I give to no other, 
    nor my praise to idols. 
9 See, the former things have come to pass, 
    and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, 
    I tell you of them. 
 
Matthew 3:13-17 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you come to 
me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to 
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just 
as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw 
God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the 
heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 
One:  May we hear anew the origin stories of our faith and draw from the roots of our 
tradition. 
All: Thanks be to our God. 
 
²Message “Let it Be Now” Rev. Trish Eckert 
 
²Reflection Questions 

• Am I awake to the truth that I am a beloved child of God? 
• What might it look like to live into my baptism? 
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• In what ways am I striving to be a loving member of God’s creation? 
 
²Short period of silent reflection 
 
²Sharing Our Wisdom 
 
²Hymn 27 From All That Dwell Below the Skies (NCH) 
 
² Our gifts of support  
Isaiah calls those who partner with God a light to the nations. We are to establish 
justice in the earth and bring those who sit in darkness into the light. What important 
world-shaping work! May we give of our lives and gifts for this work! 

²Offertory Hymn 128 In the Bleak Midwinter (from NCH v 4) 
Lyrics 
What can I of-fer, poor as I am? 
 If I were a shep-herd, I would bring a lamb. 
 If I were a wise one, I would do my part; 
 what can I of-fer:  all my heart. 
 
²Offertory Blessing 
God of Bold Visions for our World, 
you love all peoples and nations, 
seeking a world where everyone flourishes 
in just and righteous lives. 
Use us and our gifts for the newness 
you declare possible. 
Make this newness spring forth in and through us. 
Amen. 
 
² Prayers of the People 

Community Prayers 
Pastoral Prayer 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
God, lover of us all, most holy one.  
Help us to respond to you.  
To create what you want for us here on earth.  
Give us today enough for our needs.  
Forgive our weak and deliberate offences, just as we must forgive others 
when they hurt us.  
Help us to resist evil and to do what is good.  
For we are yours, endowed with your power to make your world whole. 
Amen. 
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²Benediction 
Jesus comes to each of us, inviting us to bold 
and hopeful action. 
So when God calls, when Jesus arrives, 
may we answer the call and step forward. 
May we bring hope to those suffering injustice, 
and light to those in darkness, 
Through the power of the Spirit, 
we go to live our lives to the fullest. Amen. 
 
  Now that the worship has ended, may the service truly begin. 
 
²Our Response: 
Holy One, now we your servants go in peace. Your Word lives on in us. 
 
²Postlude 556 God Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens (NCH)  
Lyrics  
As each far horizon beckons, may it challenge us anew, 
Children of creative purpose, serving others, honoring you. 
May our dreams prove rich with promise, each endeavor, well begun; 
Great Creator, give us guidance till our goals and yours are one. 
 
 
 


