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Welcome To Worship 
December 21, 2025 

9:30 a.m. 
 
 

 
 

 
Welcome to this time of being with God and each other. 

 
“When Your’re Afraid, Give Me Your Hand” Rev. Trish Eckert 
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²Candle-lighting and Chimes 
 
²Prelude Don’t Be Afraid by the Iona Community ~Tippe Musicians 
 
²Welcome and community news 
Our Christmas Eve worship service will take place from 4-5:30 pm on 
Wednesday, December 24th in the sanctuary. Join us and our DI guests to hear 
the Christmas story, sing carols, and enjoy special Tippe café treats. 
 
Music/Worship Subcommittee is meeting for the first time on Sunday, January 
25th at 11:30 am at Tippe – this is part of our work with Grace Presbyterian as we 
move through the joining phase. Stay tuned for other Subcommittee announcements 
and opportunities to participate. 
 
Tippe Survey re: subcommittees - you can fill it out in person, you can respond to the 
email that Pastor Trish sent, or watch for it in your mail and get it back to us, indicating 
what subcommittee(s) you feel drawn to participate in.  
 
²Readying Ourselves for Worship 
Surely God is in this place, Holy Ground! 
Surely God is in this place, Holy Ground! 
 
² Opening Ourselves to God’s Grace 
Here in worship— 
we pray together, 
we stand together, 
we sing together, 
we listen together. 
Here in worship— 
we are not alone. 
So when life gives you reason to grieve, to fear, or to worry, 
remember this moment. 
We are not alone. 
Let us worship our with-us God. 
 
²Candle-Lighting ~ The Candle of Love 
In a world full of fear, where do you see 
the presence of love? 
We see love all around us. We see love 
when people hold open the door. We see 
love in a warm embrace, a homemade 
casserole, a phone call after a long day. 
We see love in random acts of kindness 
and intentional acts of empathy. We see 
love all around us. 
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You are right. Even in a fearful world, love 
is all around us. 
 
Today we light the candle of love as a 
reminder of this good news. May this 
flicker of light help us remember that 
even in a fearful world, love is here.  
Love is world-changing. Love is shining bright. 
We only have to look for it. 
 
Thanks be to God for a love like that! Amen. 
 
Sing (Sung to the melody of 467 “Give Us Light”)  
Lyrics: 
Give us Love; give us love; give us love, O God 
 
 

~ The Joy of Passing the Peace ~ 
One: May the peace that surpasses all understanding be with you 

All: And also with you 
One: Thanks be to God 

 
² Gathering as God’s People: Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Our Advent Series is entitled: What do you fear? Insisting on Hope This Advent. 
(Worship words excerpted and adapted from A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org) 
This season we’ve focused on the Gospels of Luke and Matthew, revealing layers of 
information about the fearful world Jesus entered - one filled with rampant oppression, 
economic disparity, uncertainty, and instability – a world not so unlike our own.  
 
Throughout the stories of Christ’s birth, we hear the repeated message: “Do not fear.” 
Our series What do you fear? Insisting on Hope This Advent has enabled us to look 
closely at the fear and terror looming in the background during the time of King Herod 
as well as to consider the fears we hold now.  
 
In our own time, we wonder, is it even possible to be fearless in a fearful world?  When 
Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the magi are each called into God’s redemptive story, 
they do not deny their fears—they move through them. They ask questions, hold fast to 
courage, trust in good news, and say, “Here I am, Lord.” We’re invited to identify where 
fear is present—both in the Advent story and in our lives—while also finding our way 
toward hope. 
 
On this 4th Sunday of Advent, we’ll consider the directive: “when you’re afraid, give me 
your hand” from several perspectives. We might imagine 

http://sanctifiedart.org/
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Joseph speaking these words to Mary and Mary offering them back in return. We could 
imagine God whispering this to us, and us speaking it aloud to someone who needs 
solidarity and support. “Give me your hand” is at once a plea for help and a gesture of 
support; living in mutuality means that sometimes we are the one in need and 
sometimes we are the giver of aid.  
 
Our goal for this week is to not let fear divide and isolate us, but instead let it be a 
catalyst for connection. Many of us may identify as the one in need of an outstretched 
hand; yet we want to also take this charge a step further to emphasize our 
responsibility toward our neighbors. Action, risk, and solidarity are critical elements of 
Christian love. In what ways can you use the power and privilege you possess to stand 
in solidarity with others? When it can be tempting to turn away and isolate ourselves, 
let us instead embody Joseph’s humility, tenacity, and courage and extend an 
outstretched hand. 
 
²Gathering Hymn 122 NCH Come, O Long Expected Jesus 
 
² Call to Confession 
Friends, every day we are given choices— the choice to be a friend, to be an ally, to 
extend a welcoming hand. Some days we choose wisely, but from time to time, we 
inevitably get it wrong. 
 
That is one of the many reasons we need the Prayer of Confession. 
In this moment of prayer, we are able to practice the art of forgiveness. 
So join me in this transformative moment. 
Join me receiving grace. Let us pray. 
 
Prayer of Confession & Words of Forgiveness 
When you were afraid, 

did I stay by your side? 
Did I offer my hand, 
or did I leave you alone? 

When you were afraid, 
did I choose solidarity? 
Did I see your fear, 
or did I only see mine? 

Friend, none of us are perfect. We all make mistakes. 
Fortunately, God offers grace, and we do too. 
So take a deep breath, and let’s start again. 
Thank you. Your mercy is a gift. 
 
Now we must ask— 
when you were afraid, 

did we stay by your side? 
Did we offer our hands, 
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or did we leave you alone? 
When you were afraid, 

did we choose solidarity? 
Did we see your fear? 
Or did we only see ours? 

Friends, none of us are perfect. We all make mistakes. 
Fortunately, God offers grace, and I do too. 
So take a deep breath, and let’s start again. 
Thank you. Your mercy is a gift. 
We accept your grace and would love to start again. 
May it be so, with God’s help. 
Alleluia, amen. 
 
²Special Music I Need You to Survive (congregation led by Tippe musicians) 
 
² Prayer for Illumination 
Immanuel, 
we turned off alarm clocks. 
We poured cups of coffee. 
We slipped shoes onto our feet 
and combed back fly-away hairs. 
We traveled to this room 
and settled into this space, 
all in hopes of drawing closer to you. 
So as we hear your Word read aloud, 
help us to feel your presence in our midst. 
For we are reaching out our hands. 
We are reaching out our hearts. 
Speak to us now. 
With hope we pray, amen. 
 
²Bible Wisdom Teaching  
Isaiah 41:5-10 
5 The coastlands have seen and are afraid; the ends of the earth tremble; 
they have drawn near and come. 6 Each one helps the other, saying to one another, 
“Take courage!” 7 The artisan encourages the goldsmith, and the one who smooths with 
the hammer encourages the one who strikes the anvil, saying of the soldering, “It is 
good,” and they fasten it with nails so that it cannot be moved. 
8 But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring of Abraham, 
my friend; 9 you whom I took from the ends of the earth and called from its farthest 
corners, saying to you, “You are my servant; I have chosen you and not cast you off”; 10 
do not fear, for I am with you; do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen 
you; I will help you; I will uphold you with my victorious right hand. 
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Matthew 1:18-25 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 
pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly.  
20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for 
the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 “Look, the virgin shall 
become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which 
means, “God is with us.”  
24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he 
took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to 
a son, and he named him Jesus. 
 
One:  May we hear anew the origin stories of our faith and draw from the roots of our 
tradition. 
All: Thanks be to our God. 
 
²Message “When You’re Afraid, Give Me Your Hand” Rev. Trish Eckert 
 

Consider: Who among us is carrying something sacred and heavy, quietly in danger? What fear 
might we be called to move through—not for our sake, but for the sake of others? How might our 

love—fragile, imperfect, but real—become the ground where God’s promise takes root? 
 
²Reflection Questions 

• How can we offer support to one another?  
• Where can we reach out when fear makes us feel isolated?  
• When do we need to accept an outstretched hand?  
• And can we use our power and privilege, like Joseph, to stand in solidarity with 

people whose lives are at risk? 
 
²Short period of silent reflection 
 
²Sharing Our Wisdom 
 
²Hymn This Time of Darkness Bears a Dream (song sheet) 
 
² Our gifts of support  
The Apostle Paul tells us that if we give away all our possessions so that we may boast 
but do not have love, we gain nothing. We have nothing, if we do not love. So, as we 
bring this Advent season to a close, may we offer up what we are called to offer here 
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with love. May we not speed through this moment or this week right past the gift of 
love in this worship.  
 
²Offertory Hymn 822 When We are Living (v 2) 
 
²Offertory Blessing 
Heart of the Divine, we dedicate these gifts not only with our intention, but with our 
loving attention. Reveal to us what we offer here together today, and grant us the power 
of our connection with you and through you as we share these gifts. Amen. 
 
² Prayers of the People 

Community Prayers 
Pastoral Prayer 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Indwelling God, 
infused throughout all existence, 
we honor you with many names. 
 
Your realm is within the human heart. 
We accept life for all that it can be, 
on earth as throughout all creation. 
 
May we continue to draw sustenance from this earth, 
and may we receive forgiveness equal to our own. 
 
May we ever move from separation toward union, 
 
to live in grace, with love in our hearts, 
forever and ever.  Amen.   
~Fred F. Keip 
 
²Benediction 
In a fearful world, may you look for God’s spirit. 
May you reach for each other’s hands. 
May you choose courage whenever you can. 
And in all things, may you remember that good news is louder than fear. 
In the name of the one who calls, 
the one who sends, 
and the one who journeys with— 
go in peace and be not afraid. Amen. 
 
 
  Now that the worship has ended, may the service truly begin. 
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²Our Response: 
Holy One, now we your servants go in peace. Your Word lives on in us. 
 
²Postlude 820 Nothing Can Trouble/Nada Te Turbe  
 
 


