
 
Grace/Tippe Presbyterian Churches 

Rooted in Christ, grounded in the Bible 
Growing in Faith 
 Helping Others 

 
 

God is here and welcomes you.  If you are a visitor and looking for a 
church home, be assured you are welcome.  We are a people who 
seek to respond to God’s love in Christ and we invite you to join us. 

  



 
 

Grace/Tippe Presbyterian Church Worship 
April 19, 2026 

Third Sunday of Easter 
Rev. Trish Eckert & Rev. Ted Anderson 

 
 

PRELUDE  (*Please stand as you are able) 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Readying Ourselves for Worship 
Surely God is in this place, Holy Ground! 
Surely God is in this place, Holy Ground! 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP “The Fragile Love That Gently Holds Us”  
~ Excerpt of prayer by Kay Bessler Northcutt from “Praying by Heart: Prayers for 
Personal Devotion and Public Worship” (1998) 
 

O God,  
wholly Divine One  
who knew us before we were in the womb,  
how we long to be fully known  
now,  
here,  
in this moment 
 

We feel Easter  
and the glory of you  
all around us.  
But it is sometimes easier to celebrate a babe in Mary’s arms  
or to mourn our Rabbi’s death on a cross  
than it is each day to walk faithfully in the new life  
of resurrection 
 

O Wondrous One,  
we ache for you  
in the promise of spring,  
when we catch the warming sun  
in our hearts.  
Still,  
we ache for you like a dry and weary land 
 



 
Come, know us. 
Let us be revealed  
to ourselves and to one another  
through your knowing of us. Amen 
 

HYMN #664, vs. 1-3   “Morning Has Broken” 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION & ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
~ From “The Pattern of Our Days: Worship in the Celtic Tradition from the Iona 
Community” ed. by Kathy Galloway (1996) 
 

“Lord of the Morning” 
Bless to us, O God, this day, fresh made. 
In the chorus of birds, bless us. 
In the scent of blossom, bless us. 
In the wet grass and the spring flowers, bless us. 
Bless us and heal us,  
for we come to you in love and in trust. 
We come to you in expectant hope 
 

O God, give us a well of tears  
to wash away the hurts of our lives. 
O God, give us a well of tears  
to cleanse the wounds,  
to bathe the battered face  
of our world. 
O God, give us a well of tears  
or we are left, like arid earth,  
unsanctified.  
 

Heal us and our grieving world  
of all that harms us. 
By the power of your resurrection  
restore us to new life,  
set us on new paths,  
bring us from darkness to light,  
help us to choose hope. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Jesus says, “Pick up your bed and walk.”  
Pick up the bed of your sorrows and fears,  
pick up the bed of your grief and your sin,  
pick up your life and come, come follow him. 
(Silent Reflection) 
 

*SUNG RESPONSE:  #591 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! 
 
 
 

 PASSING OF THE PEACE 
One: May the peace that surpasses all understanding be with you 
All: And also with you 
One: Thanks be to God 
 

TIME FOR YOUNG HEARTS “The Creation”  
 
 

PRAYER OF INTENTION 
Holy Spirit, may we hear your gracious Word for us today. May we grow in wisdom, 
strength, and love as we open our ears, our minds, and our hearts to the transformative 
message you have in store for each of us. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE Job 12: 7-10, Psalm 24: 1-6 
 

SERMON  “An Earth-Keeping Church”  Rev. Trish Eckert 
 

* HYMN “Blest the Beasts and the Children” 
 

OFFERING PRAYER/OFFERTORY  
 

*DOXOLOGY #606 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Creator of all life, On this day we lift our hearts in gratitude for the beauty and 
abundance of the Earth. As we bring these gifts, we remember that all we have comes 
from Your generous hand. 
Bless these offerings, that they may be used to heal, to restore, and to protect the world 
You have entrusted to our care.  May our giving reflect our love for creation and our 
commitment to live gently upon the land, so that future generations may know the joy of 
clean air, flowing waters, and thriving forests. In Your holy name we pray, Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
“Lord, in your mercy,” “Hear our prayer.” 
 

 
 



 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Retranslation from the Aramaic 
O Breathing Life,  
Your Name shines everywhere!  
Release a space to plant your Presence here.  
Imagine your possibilities now.  
Embody your desire in every light and form.  
Grow through us this moment's bread and wisdom. 
Untie the knots of failure binding us, 
as we release the strands we hold of others' faults.  
Help us not forget our Source,  
yet free us from not being in the Present.  
From you arises every Vision, Power and Song  
from gathering to gathering. Amen  
 
 

*HYMN #22 vs. 1,3,5,6 “God of the Sparrow” 
 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  
As we go forth from this sacred space, 
May we celebrate Earth and our shared lives, 
May we recognize our connections to all that is in and on Earth, 
May we truly and deeply value the inherent worth of all 
In this awesome interconnected web of existence, 
May we commit ourselves to a new way, 
And may we hold our commitments and each other 
Gently yet firmly. Amen. 
 

Now that the worship has ended, may the service truly begin. 
 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE        Seven-Fold Alleluia  
 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 

Music provided today by Eileen Beamish 


